
PREFACE

Vertebrate animals including birds are important components of freshwater
systems. This well-known fact is often overlooked and seldom quantified. Aquatic
birds are good indicators of water quality and trophic state of water. Birds may in-
fluence many characters of water as well as the adjacent watersheds by importing
nutrients when feeding and moving between different aquatic and terrestrial habi-
tats. These basic but complicated conditions are seldom investigated because of
the high mobility of birds and the separate investigations of limnologists and orni-
thologists. The paradox result was obvious: the limnologists ignored the effects of
birds on the freshwaters and ornitologists did not deal properly with the freshwater
ecosystem. Apart from, the ornithofaunistic results, more than 70 years ago, PONTUS
PALMGREN (1936), succesfully related the trophic state of lakes to bird species
composition. From the limnologist side, a pioneering study was reported by
MANNY et al. (1975) who worked on the annual contribution of carbon, nitrogen
and phosphorus by migrant Canada geese to a hardwater lake. These pioneering
studies were not followed up by the ornitologists and limnologists.

This situation changed from the end of the 1980’s, when during the Congress
of the International Limnological Society (SIL) in Münich, Germany in 1989 it be-
came apparent to a small group of limnologists interested in aquatic birds that the
time had come that waterbirds could be treated in a limnological context.

This led to an ad hoc Symposium, “Aquatic Birds in the Trophic Web of
Lakes” held in Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada in August 1991. The success of
this meeting led to the formation of the Working Group on Aquatic Birds of SIL dur-
ing the XXVth SIL Congress in Barcelona Spain, in 1992. The first official confer-
ence of the SIL Working Group on Aquatic Birds was held in Sopron, Hungary in
1994. These conferences are held every three years between SIL Congresses.

The main objective of the Working Group on Aquatic Birds is to integrate
water birds into the limnology and take the waterbird studies in a limnological con-
text. To achieve this goal, the Working Group organizes conferences to facilitate
communications among limnologists interested in aquatic birds and ornithologists
interested in the aquatic habitat. These Proceedings of “Limnology and Aquatic
Birds 2006, Eger, Hungary” contains selected papers from this Conference as a
separate volume of Acta Zoologica Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae. All papers
have been reviewed, and the Editors wish to record their thanks to the reviewers.
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